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ln, the evolution of divo\"ce; we' c(mldbe seeingthe
eriJ.ergenceof the missing1ink.' " ':",

, ln the 1;>adold days, your~only prac~caf option was,
, tp:get a lawyer and'com«1olitswinging. It was,'often

,u,gIy, alIDost alwaYs"dt;IIlQi.g andcertillnlr eXpeD.:'
SIVe. " ' " ' " ' , ' , ' , '

: Then camea kin4er"gen.t!er:way:Don~tlitigate,
" ",', 'i" mediate.This method'certainly can help.spiiitfug ," ,

, coUplesand their-childrento avoidthevenomthat oftenreSultsfrom:'
converitional'divorte. " c , ,',' ' , '," ,

, nut, keepmg'tile lawyers'out of the rOomentirely c:;mbe scary. A,
mediator ~an)giveadvice to either patiY,and the agr~entyoli end, .
u]JWithJi~s'te.betiikentoanatt6mey:anyway so thatth~ proper
paperWorkcan'¥dispatcb~.' "'", > ,'.' " "'" ,,' ' . "

, . ,', ]'IfoW"-~):fiid~egr,oui1dis emerging,and an ,~ctivegroup 'inHowal:d,
., Cotinty~~tillirig@ltsoil., i ",' ,c', .:, ",' " , ' ' ,"',

, It's -C@C;(r~611aDoia:tivediy<?ro;andit involves,not just lawyers,but
fmancIaTagrtsqi-s:}irid.even mental health practitioners, .working in
ooii~i(t~wiU'(tafaifse~lemeritill a waymea~t II)miniml'zeemotion-
a1'#a.i:riiig'!I,n.4.~~legaIexpe~s reasonable.c'" , ' " " ,

, , , '.Fiii~ppi~)'pl~er JohnF'aggio and' attorney JolieWeinberg are", "

amoiiif!Jle 40' ill Howi1rg Countytraine<! in the process. Weinbetg,iri"
practieesince ~990, hadbeeri working,~vorcecases ~ the convention-
alway., "I-was a,t<ipoint wher~ I felt Lwasn't being'very productive... I '

,wiUitedJo..dojoriiething~trior€ positive with my career;' she-says.; , .'

'~, :::Butdoti'JtI:ll:nkWeinberg's afragilcdlower who coUldtl'ttake,the,

,l.J,eat, Faggi,6 nin4tr~s. "'She's one of thetoughest lawyers out there,",
'he'says;'c:'NQ\vosneuses her lawyering skillS in a different way.'~ ""

, "Coll1l1>'9.riitive divorce still allowed meto advocate for lD.yclient,"
Weinperg)aY&;:butwithoutthe rancor that bUrnSout litigators as it '

, embith#'dierif§:" :'" "', :" " , ' , " ,<
'" Th~'!c~yt~'11iak!ngit work ~the reqUired agr~inent between,'," '"
the cotiplcFiilidthecollaborative team: IfJhe couple can't settle-and "
decideto, go't9cQur1;-afterall, the laWyers-and~therprofessionals .

,back4wayJr6pi,thecase. '" "",', ' " , "

, ThatesSelJ.!i~'condition presents something of il,;gamble, andihat's "

the pot'cmtial:'diawoack;to'collabCirative~yorce,saysMarcNore~ ' ,

chaiirii~nQ(tb,cffamilyaridjuveD.ile-lawsectioriof the Maryland 'c'

, State BarASsbciatj6n. '",," " ,,' " "

"If: tile casedoorn't settle,you haVe'tostart all over,"Noren sa~
"You eJidup paying alawyer'to go over ~tuffthat's alfeadybeen:',
done." Thatcangefexpensive., ',c, ,: " ", ",," ,

" But that prospect; Weinberg'says, pio\1ides imOthefinceritivefor
'couple~ mthe,collaborativedivorceproeessto reach a settiemeJit:~",

" ~t'sriot foie'lery divQrciIlgcollPle, she 'says; In some cases there's.
too much bitterness to do iqvithoutli1igati6n~ The parties havetb
have enough respect for each other to make a good-faith effort at'a '

, win£Wfu conclusion: ",.", , ," c :'

, "'If:t4e operiness and-honeSty ~'t.there, 'it's gonna fail,~'Weiriberg'
says, adding that she's inclined to refer,client~ to another attorney "if "

it's a 'Jerry Springer' case."~., " " ::

, N~ren says the'~urt oLopinion among theJegaLcommunity is still "

, weighirig the' evidence for and against the ,collaborative' process,cre..
ated by Minnesota aitomey~tuWebb:intheearly 1990s;", """'" "

" "'Many who have been practicing a while are tired of the, traditional
way. Qnthe Diner. hand" there are still some ardent believers' iri:the .
triaJprocess.",':, "'", ,', ",";', """ "","':

, " Bu~:WeinbergsaystJiat,givenJ:iine,copaborativedivorcewill',
'.becOJ;rl~(:orifui9riplace:."Ifh!r lr'it'Ube a'~c:>us'eholdwotd~L60k at,
medili1tonjllSfiifewyears ~go.PeQple;-especiany lawYers;pooh~ "

p~oh.eait<Npw theymakeyoRdoit.'1;:" : '- '", ".'

, There's clearly ayearriing on thep@of'clients for-a bett5:J::way,
Noreri.:sayj;-and if orily fr.om"abUsiness:pers'p'ective,'lawY~:rsMve:.,
to taft;: no ti~tiisBaltihi ore ttifu:, he no tes,"alrea~y-hastWo :J>epple

,trainegCmc()llaborative divQrce;andis~on~idering s~ridir1'gD:1.()re;' , ,

,'~,' E-mail D?tiiMi/let-at'11r1ille~p'diuX,!nt,com ',',:,'; ,',
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,"


